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PSYCHOLOGICAL STRATEGY BO.ARD

- ' . 28 8epterber 1951

Role of Psychological Stratoegy Board
«rder 4L/4/51 Presidential Dirgctive ..

The President's Directive creates the Psychological Strategy
Board to provide more effective planning of psychological operations
within the framework of apuroved national policies, to coordinate the
psychological operations of all departments and agencies of govern-
ment, and to evaluate the effectiveness of the national psychological
effort,

' The members of the Board are the under Secretary of Statc, the
Deputy Secretary of Defense, and the Director of Central Intelligence,
The Director, appointed by the President, soes that the decisiono of
the Board are carricd out. A representative of the Joint Chiefs of
Stoff sits with the Board as its principal military advisor; and the
Board may add to its number from time to time appropriate rcepresenta-
tives of the heads of other govermmental units,

The Board is the nerveecenter for strategic psychological operations.
- At the apox of govermment, it provides a fooal point for assuring the
?planned use by all govermnmental units. of activitics to influence the
{ opinions, attitudcs, emotions and behavior of foreign groups in ways
that will support the achievement 5T our apvroved national aims. Through
the Board, the Prosident is enabled to turn to onc body, instead of
many, for a prompt assessment of these psychological operations=-as to
magnitude, emphasis, pacc, cffeetiveness, and responsibility for exccu=-
tion, Thus, a unified base is afforded from which to take from an cnomy
the initiative in psychological opcrations, '

The Board itself docs not ongage in operations. It ig not con-

- corned with day-to-day problems arising in the psychological field,

" except as they may affect progress toward major strategis objectives,

' The Directive roposes in the Board the responsibility for overall psycho-
~ logical policies, objectives, and programs, and their coordination among
" the various departments and agencies; provides for ad justments to be
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nade by such departments and ageneics in their existing arrangemcnts
in this regard; and amends previous National Security Council instruce
tions to that cxtent,

To execube its rolo:

1. The Board will preparc, in order to deteriine the framework of
its netion under the Dircetive, an inventory of those aporoved nationnl
policics which may dircetly or indircetly inveolve psychological oporae-
tions; recormending to the appropriatc agoneics the adoption or dovelope
mont of such andditional policics as may dircetly or indircetly involve
poycholdgical’ oporationss. '

- - Ll

2. In support of such approved national policies, the Bozrd will
formulate and promulgate overall policics, programs, nnd objectives
for psychological opcrations; including overall ctrategic plans 1n
auch dotail as to cnable operational planning by departinents and agons
cics,

3, Tho Board will stimulate all departments and agencles engaged
in opcrations having psychological aspeets, to seb up offective psychos
logical operational plans:

a, by assigning to such departmonts and ageneics the
preparation of psychological oporational plans to carry oub
any part of such overall strategic plans as te which no '
psychological oporational planning has beon initiated;s

b, by reviewing all psychological operational nlans
already initiated by departments and agendios in order to
assure that they are consistent with such ovornll strutegic
plans, detormining thosc plans which may be left to tho
initisting departments and agencics without further action

by the Board and those plans as to which the Board should
take some further cction,

4, The Board will determine ns to the vorious paychological
oporational plans: (1) emphasis, (2) priority, and (3) prco.
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5. The Board will coordinate the cxecution by departments and
agencies of all such plans within the framework of overall strotogic
plans.,

6., The Board will cvaluate the programs of departments and agencics
and thoir execubtim through psychological operational plans, in terns
of offective accomplishment of the mational psychological cffort; scleew
ting progrems and plans for evaluation which are most important to the
atbaiment of national objectives,
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